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By al. WHELESS
Daily Diispaieh Weites

David J. Martin tag bosa =
among lots of other tiags ~wacar
dealer, an architeet, & dlacksmith, 2
printer, a‘machinist, & Sak dicegtor,
ashopping center devetoper s Sadber,
aweldie, a eacher, & sign painter gnd
1 motel pwner,

He said he read inthe Wall Streer

Journal that the average milliceaire

fails in 16 ventures M@m hitting it
btg

A framed Christmas ga& fmm one
of his 19 grandchifdeen doscifbes the
68-year-old former Crdedinom reddent
as 2 Jack OF Al Tradeg wio hasbesn
in 60 businesses, large and smadl,
Some of them were mose successhul
than others.

Marin's company in.Cary, called
Martin Properties, owns South Hills
Mall & Plazs and many other devsl-
opments. He hag a 441 rating by
Prami 4 Bradsuset.

He and his wife, Madlys, kave five
daughters and a son, They all kave
spauses.

Martisn, who calls himsell 2
workaholic and 3 conservative
Christian, said he isn’t biagging
about his suceess. ™ ve been blessed
to have property swhere things bap-
pened around il {looks like every
time we've turaed around, we've
golten gomething that sormed out 1o
be falily valuable™

Back v the early 19605, the
manager of Belie's Deparument Store

downtown 1old Martt tat Cary was
beginaing 16 prow and Someone wWas

lent Davi

[artin i

o

golng w build 2 shopping comter

there someday, “Have you fhought

Abar T Raymond Margan asked.
Bartin owned some. apsriments i

Rateigh. ™ read everything ooutd

Bet my hands oo abou stiopging
centers
anyhing about them...d had to have 3
vision of # goud site. Wien §sawithe
tand 1 now Bisve {on Buck. fones
Road), it {s the textbook of what |

He bought 78 acres:Tor $110.000
which worked out o about $1.250 an
acre o thuee cents 8 square foau 1Y
bet Ws sorth twice that now, “hie
joked.

Land in the area- is seliing forup

because [ dida't know

o 817 2 square Toon His propeay i
stihe intersection of Interstate 30 ond
the 440 Beliling,

God has beea good 10 us, Martin
saif :
“Fhe abitity to work and enjoy itk
apditbromthe Lavg™

But b said he isn’t greedy. ”P;gc
getfal. Hoge perstanghtered.”

A member of The Gidueons, the
Eroup that lesves Bibles in moted
10oms, Martin pives them 1o people
sa grisony and at shemailitacy ey
pracess center in Ralzigh,

Martin is.0n the board of visnoes
of Southeasicen Seminary in Wake
Forest:

His mother,  who

WS Very
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Ejgﬁﬁ Martin stands fn frond of the Pladation Squure Shopplng Conter, which bis
ave sppiag

geligious, . struggled 0 kecp her

chibiteen fod duting the depressioa b
the 193075, She was widowed twice,

Heconsidesed hivnsell 1o be poe of
the poorest kids in Creedmoor. "l
would o bareloot all summer and
by icnms stioes for 30-cents i the
Wlﬂw

Martin remembers snow soaking

through hig teanis shocs while he
was wisiting #ds Aunt Mary Curl,
“Qne-of my ungles asked if sy foat
were cold; ¥ said ‘Maw sih, they're
agmiy.””

When Mary Curl dicd ecently,

Blartin: sitendad her Tunerst in
Clronidenont.
& wativeof  Bandolph Coinly,

is Jack

Marpe znd his Tamily . lived
Nonhside wihica be was 2 years old.
They laier moved iaie Creedmoor,
neat 10 an ofd hotel.

Boots Mangum would herd wild
westean fieses 8iFtailroad cars and
dowa dirt strects o his siables back
whizit Cheedmons was (e Farse and
mule eapitol of the enlire wtate,
Martin said. He recalled thiat
Mangum would irain. the ‘haorses
across from the Baptist church o
Main Street.

1 was small, but 1 remember
splitting ‘wood to keep wanm” May-
i gaid, “Things were 5o hard and
dight there”

When he was about 8, the family
maved @ Raleigh

“{ semember my st day of school
there. My brothier and Fhad 2 Tuach
thatoostd 32 conls each. We had a
honey bun that cost & aickel and we

shared it

They moved to Cacy abouta year

Jater and rented 2 house for 312 2

month, Manin staned enlerprising 1o
help contribure. 10 (the family's
fncome.
“d buy apples for $1 2 bushel and
selt them for 50 cerits 2 peck, s §
was doubling my mancy. | reoted
Bob Saul's mule Tor 25 cents-an tour
and Foharged people 50 conts an how
W plow thiek garden. When 1 avay
making asmuchiay 3 mule made. |
teught b was gomcbody” 5
Wiartie was abow 47 years ol
whea he built 3 chicken house out of
two Tie-Aid signs and soms wsed
“tumber. He didn’t have any moncy 1o

BUS

,![NL \»_.:E'\.:‘

rades

buy. chickens, 5o he rescued dying
<hicks from a trash basrel al the Cary
Hatchery and Torced food into them
with amedicing dropper. Al bot rwo
Eved, :

Besides aelling chickens throuphout
Cary, Mantin delivered newspapers,
peddled cow's itk for 0 cents &
guarkand sold blackbesies for ootz
squat

“Anything you could da to make
it Mantin said,

“There wasng & blackbeory in Cary
‘that ever fell to the ground because T
was fheee to ger i All we dida't
sell, we'd can. We bad asimany 25
200 guarts canned”

Even-after he gor manied, Madia
couldn'Clring Rimself tr eara canof
blackberries his “wife, Matilya,
Brought hoiee from the store. He gald
hee iCwould be toa soon i she wver
bought any miare.

At sge 13, he was working on 2
chicken fapm {or 12 hours a day, six
days 4 week foc a0l of S6.00.

He also worked swhileat 3 grocery
siote ard dug ourdoor tailet pits o
$500 each,

Mariin didn't have time to study,
Whast he dearned, he, got from class
‘because be was always working after
school. But his effons 1o earn money
tringd him o think, He atendsd the
Uiniversity of torth Carolina &t
Chapst Hitl,

“When | got o Cary, 1 kagwd wis
i the Promised Land.” Martin said
“Ehad e Tghtoro battder wosuugple:
boy Eads s
*Thiz siticle shonened by omission bis
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